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Summary: 

The research work on photocatalysis by Professor Ohtani started in 
1981 when he was a Ph. D. course student in Kyoto University.  Since 
then he has been studying photocatalysis and related topics for more 
than 40 years and published more than 350 original papers (h-index: 
78) and two single-author books.  After gaining his Ph. D. degree from 
Kyoto University in 1985, he became an assistant professor in the 
university.  In 1996, he was promoted to an associate professor in 
Division of Chemistry, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido 
University and was then awarded a full professor position in the 
Catalysis Research Center (presently Institute for Catalysis), Hokkaido 
University in 1998.  For the education of graduate students, Professor Ohtani's laboratory has 
belonged to the Graduate School of Environmental Science, Hokkaido University since 1999.  
He was awarded 2005 Scientific Achievement Award of The Electrochemical Society of Japan, 
The Japanese Photochemistry Association Award 2006, Catalysis Society of Japan Award for 
2013, The Japanese Photochemistry Association Lectureship Award (2017) and The Award of 
The Electrochemical Society of Japan (Takei Award), 2018.  After the retirement from Hokkaido 
University at the end of March 2022 (Professor Emeritus), he established Nonprofitable 
Organization touche NPO in Sapporo to support scientists by providing a web system for 
organization of scientific meetings and measuring solid materials with reversed double-beam 
photoacoustic spectroscopy. 

Title: Chairman  
Affiliation: Nonprofitable Organization touche NPO, 1-6-414, North 4, West 14, Sapporo 

060-0004, Japan 
Telephone: +81-90-1309-1350 
E-mail: bunshoohtani@gmail.com Website: https://touche-np.org 
Education:  BS: Hydrocarbon Chemistry, Kyoto University, March 24, 1979; MS: 

Hydrocarbon Chemistry, Kyoto University, March 23, 1981; Ph.D.: 
Hydrocarbon Chemistry, Kyoto University, March 23, 1985 (thesis title: 
Photocatalytic Redox Reactions by Aqueous Suspension of Titanium Dioxide) 

Professional Appointments:  
Assistant Professor, Department of Hydrocarbon Chemistry, Kyoto University, February 
16, 1985—March 31, 1996 
Associate Professor, Division of Chemistry, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido 
University, April 1, 1996—August 31, 1998 
Professor, Catalysis Research Center (Institute for Catalysis from October 1, 2015), 
Hokkaido University, September 1, 1998—March 31, 2022 
Professor, Division of Environmental Materials Science, Graduate School of 
Environmental Science, Hokkaido University, February 1, 1999—March 31, 2022 
Chairman, Nonprofitable Organization touche NPO, May 18, 2023— 

Awards: 
2005 Scientific Achievement Award of The Electrochemical Society of Japan 
The Japanese Photochemistry Association Award, 2006 
Catalysis Society of Japan Award for 2013 
The Japanese Photochemistry Association Lectureship Award 2017 
The Award of The Electrochemical Society of Japan (Takei Award), 2018 
Fellow, The Electrochemical Society of Japan, 2020 



Catalysis Development Excellence Award, The Asia-Pacific Association of Catalysis 
Societies, 2023 

Plenary, Keynote and Invited Talks in International/Domestic Meetings 
Academic year of 2015: 14, 2016: 25, 2017: 25, 2018: 28, 2019: 30, 2020: 8, 2021: 34 
and 2022-2024 > 40 times 

Publications: 
More than 350 original papers in total (Web of Science). Hirsh index (h-index): 78.  Two 
single-authored books in Japanese 
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